by the Messrs Smith of this city. In 1851 they discovered in Barbadoes aloes a crystalline body, to which they gave the name aloin, because by them it was supposed to be the active principle of the drug. Besides aloin, aloes contains a volatile oil, to which the drug owes its peculiar flavour. This oil was first isolated by the Messrs Smith in 1872.
It is a pale yellow, mobile liquid, with a resemblance in taste and smell to the oil of peppermint.
It differs from the oil of peppermint both in its specific gravity and in its boiling point. It forced to the conclusion that aloin is the only active principle contained in aloes, and is sufficient to account for all the purgative properties of that medicine.
That being the case, I cannot conclude without again express-
